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Kay Setches worked in the retail industry from 1976-82.
From 1978-82, she was the co-ordinator of a women’s refuge.
From 1982-92 she was a member of the Victorian Parliament
for the seat of Ringwood.

From 1982-88, Kay created and chaired Victorian Government
Women’s Caucus and from 1987-88, Kay chaired the Victorian
Women’s Health Policy Consultation ‘Why Women’s Health?’.
From 1988-90, she was the Minister of Conservation, Forests
and Lands and the Minister of Community Services and
Minister responsible for Child Care 1990-92. Kay established
her own consulting business in gender education, work and
family in 1993.

As part of her community service, Kay has successfully
worked for the introduction of Affirmative Action rule in
the Victorian ALP (1993-94). She has been a Board member
of the Victorian Women’s Trust, the Kathleen Cunningham
Foundation (National Breast Cancer Research Foundation)
and she was an Executive Member of the National Council
for International Year of Family (1994-95).

As a Foundation member of EMILY’s List, she has assisted
the establishment in 1996 of EMILY’s List Australia by
Labor women, based on EMILY’s List (USA), as a powerful
financial and political network to elect more Labor women
to all Australian parliaments. She continues to work to build
EMILY’s List as one of the most effective new women’s
political organisations in Australia.

Some of Kay’s specific achievements as Minister for
Community Services and Minister responsible for Childcare
include: the expansion of childcare places, from 390 in 
1984 to 15,000 when she left office; the introduction of a
welfare-based Child Protection system with 24 hours 7 days
a week service; a corresponding community education
campaign regarding child abuse; a Young Women’s Action
Plan for gender specific residential services for young women
using Community Services Victoria (CSV) services; intensive
in-home support to 700 families through the Families First
Program; proclamation and implementation of the Children
and Young Person’s Act; increases to all Family Violence
Prevention and Support Funding; commencement of the
Maternal and Child Health After Hours Telephone Service,
and increases in places for homeless people in supported
housing from 1500 to 5000. All of this was achieved in 
two short years.

Whilst a Minister, Kay recognised the need for a specific
focus on women’s health. She convinced the Victorian
Government to support and fund the ‘Why Women’s
Health?’ Consultation.

The Consultation received input from 7000 women across
Victoria during 1987. The outcome was the establishment 
of eight Women’s Health Centres, eight Sexual Assault
Services around Victoria, a Women’s Health Information
Service (now ‘Women’s Health Victoria’). Unusually at the
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